
CHILD PROTECTION   
& TRAFFICKING:
Is the Media telling the right(s)story?

Photography by 
MELANIE HAMMAN

“Human trafficking in South 
Africa: A reality unseen”

A photography exhibition by MEDIA MONITORING AFRICA

MEDIA MONITORING AFRICA invite you to attend the opening of their exhibit, with 
photography by documentary photographer and trafficking expert MELANIE HAMMAN, 
and a selection of work produced by learner photographers of UMUZI PHOTO CLUB 
curated by MMA’s child Media Monitors.

Exhibition opening with guest speaker

GEORGE BIZOS 

WOMENS JAIL, CONSTITUTION HILL
1 Kotze Street, Johannesburg

WED 17 NOVEMBER 2010
ARRIVAL TIME - 17:30 to 18:00

RSVP: Laura Fletcher  lauraf@mma.org.za
Cell: 073 046 3404  Office 011 788 1278 



For the first time in South Africa, children have teamed up with a trafficking expert and 
used their critical media literacy skills to explore and show some of the reasons that 
underscore children’s vulnerability in South Africa.  It also seeks to provide a visual 
context to human trafficking in South Africa.

What are we seeing and hearing in the media about child 
protection and human trafficking? What is the media missing?

We ask what has been reported about human trafficking and to what extent this has 
contributed to a fuller understanding of the issues involved or whether is has instead 
fuelled a limited and occasionally over sensationalised view of the problem. 

Recent research suggests that the link between human trafficking and the World Cup 
was overstated or sensationalised in many quarters. Indeed exaggerated reports may 
have done more harm than good, first fostering fear, and then fatigue. However this fails 
to address that modern slavery in South Africa is an ongoing problem, which all too 
frequently falls under the radar. Human trafficking has many faces, and takes many 
forms. Working with children and key strategic partners we aim to reveal that trafficking 
remains a highly complex and multifaceted problem which is rooted deep in the 
socioeconomic challenges faced by too many of our children every day.

Our nation’s future depends on our children, their well 
being, their ambitions, and their passions. Yet, poverty, 
abuse, lack of access to basic services, stigmatisation, 
poor health and education, all contribute to the state of 
children in Africa as not only vulnerable but critical for 
our nations future. The alarm bells are ringing but child 
protection is missing the urgent response it requires. 

With this exhibition, and with children giving voice to these issues, we hope to take the 
discussions and debates around the issue of children’s protection and trafficking post 
World Cup further and clarify where there is lingering uncertainty and confusion.

Additional collection by UMUZI PHOTO CLUB, curated by MMA’s child Media Monitors
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